
Staying Connected, November, 2025 

First Presbyterian Church 

********************************************************** 

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR CATHY 

Psalm 100 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
2     Serve the Lord with gladness; 

    come into his presence with singing. 

3 Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is he who made us, and we are his;[a] 

    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

    and his courts with praise. 

    Give thanks to him; bless his name. 

5 For the Lord is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. 

We are thankful for 150 years of service to God and our 

neighbor here in Howard Lake. 

We are thankful for faithful pastors like the Chamberlains and 

Carol Chmielewski. 

We are thankful for missionaries, Maureen and Heidi. 

We are thankful for elders and clerks. 

We are thankful for teachers and leaders to do the work God 

has laid before us. 

We are thankful for each one who has made up the Body of 

Christ in this place. 

 

So, we pray in thanksgiving: 

Heavenly Father, we come before you with hearts full 

of gratitude as we celebrate the 150th anniversary of 

our church.  

We thank you for your constant presence and 

faithfulness through every season, guiding us with 

grace and love. We thank you for the foundation you 

have laid, for the many years of fellowship, and for 

the lives that have been touched through this 

ministry.  

Lord, we ask that you continue to bless this church 

and its members. Knit us together in unity and love 

and equip us with the gifts needed to serve your 

purpose. Protect us from division and selfishness and 

give wisdom to our leaders and teachable spirits to all 

who listen.  

As we look back on all you have done, we also look 

forward with eager eyes to the future. Grant us a 

renewed passion for your Word and a zeal for 

mission. Help us to continue being a beacon of hope 

and light in our community, shining your love to those 

who do not yet know you.  

In Jesus' name, we pray, Amen. 

In Thankfulness, Pastor Cathy 

Congratulations,  

Confirmands! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%20100&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-15512a


Please Pray for . . . 

Healing: Rose Barberg’s daughter Cheryl Paicius, Alma Robinson’s grandson Chris Robinson, Mike Koeppe, Maureen 
Hoover, Rose Barberg, Gini Gutknecht’s nephew Tim Anderson, Adell Mumford & Bruce Mumford 

At Cokato Manor: Reta Blanchette 

Please pray for thankfulness and joy for the lives of . . . Bob & Cindi Berg! Lord, thank you for Bob and Cindi! We are 

truly blessed that they are part of this congregation! Hold them in your loving arms and keep them healthy and safe! 

December Birthdays 

Trevor Berg 12 

Linda Telecky 12 

Hunter Decker 13 

Joshua Helmbrecht 17 

Atlee Nowak 18 

Chuck Miller 20 

Romana Koeppe 21 

Dan Robinson 22 

Liz Helmbrecht 25 

Clayton Decker 26 

December Anniversary  

Trevor & Amanda Berg 30 

Pumpkins and Christians 

“Being a Christian is like being a pumpkin. 

God lifts you up, takes you in, and washes 

all the dirt off of you. He opens you up, 

scoops out all the yucky stuff—including 

the seeds of doubt, hate, and greed—then 

He carves you a new smiling face and puts 

His light inside you to shine for all the 

world to see.” 

~ Anonymous  

150th Anniversary Celebration  
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First Presbyterian Church of Howard Lake 

721—9th Street 

PO Box 246 

Howard Lake, MN 55349 

(320) 543-2806 

firstpreshl@gmail.com 

www.firstpreshl.org 

“Open doors, open tables, open hearts” 

Office:  

Church Phone: 320-543-2806 

E-Mail: firstpreshl@gmail.com 

Webpage: www.firstpreshl.org 

  

Pastor: Pastor Cathy Jones 

  Cell Phone: 763-528-1784 

  E-Mail: firstpreshl.pastor@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Karen Neisen 

Hours:  

Tuesday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Wednesday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

December Events 

12/1 World Aids Day 

12/2 Givi;ng Tuesday 

12/3 Wednesday Night Education 

12/7 Bible Study, Worship & Fellowship  

12/9 Low Cost Food Sale at Zion Church in Buffalo 

12/10 Human Rights Day  

12/14 Bible Study, Worship & Fellowship 

12/16 Session Meeting 

12/17 Caroling 

12/21 Bible Study, Worship & Fellowship 

12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

12/25 Christmas Day 

12/28 Bible Study, Worship & Fellowship 

 


